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Chair’s Letter to the Membership 

SECTION OFFICERS 
  

Chair: Vincent Janowiak  
534-1904 // vincent.janowiak@hii-tsd.com  
 
Vice Chair: Renee Reedy 
328-0030 // renee.reedy@r2solutionsllc.com 
 
Secretary: Andi McCusker  
630-4173 // amccusker@fairleadint.com 
 
Treasurer: Chuck Doty  
298-9394 // chuckdoty0303@gmail.com 
 

SECTION COMMITTEES 
 

Arrangements & Newsletter: David Jarvis 
636-1661 // djarvis79@gmail.com 
 
EOQ Awards: Andy Vasquez  
(Section Councilor 2021) 
434-8223 // mightymo5@verizon.net 
 
FMMS: Charlie Pfeifer 
424-2013 // charlie@cgpfam.net 
 
FMMS: Jessica Galassie  
(Section Councilor 2019) 
(609) 668-1797 // galassie@gmail.com 
 
MegaRust: Dave Zilber  
266-2193 // djzilber@gmail.com   
 
Membership Chair: LaRue Dickinson 
969-0770 // ldickinson@aerotek.com 
 
Newsletter: Andi McCusker 
630-4173 // amccusker@fairleadint.com 
 
Programs Chair: Mike D’Amato 
226-1114 // michael.damato@hii-tsd.com 
 
Social Media: Pam Schools 
(Section Councilor 2020) 
572-7839 // pamgschools@gmail.com 
 
Web Master: Lon Scofield 
635-3613 // scofvb@verizon.net 
 
   (Area code 757 unless specified) 

Greetings Tidewater Members and Friends, 
 
I don’t know about you, but I certainly can’t wait for some consistent   
weather.  It’s nice to have warmer weather and spring growth, but it will be 
nice not to see the pollen that comes with it and the inconsistency with spring 
weather. Well, that’s Hampton Roads for you; but we have advanced the 
clocks and the days are getting longer which is always a welcome change. 
 
A year ago, we were reporting record-setting virtual program attendance with 
over 70 people joining our meeting via Microsoft Teams! In the last several 
months, we have only had a handful of virtual attendees. At this point, we are 
considering whether it is worth the effort.  As you are reading this, we are 
preparing for our last dinner event of the year, and we will be virtual. The 
Executive Board will consider how we proceed for future dinners. 
 
Elections: Voting has started, and our members should have received an 
email notification May 5th to vote. The voting closes May 16th and the    
results will be announced at our May dinner meeting. Our Elections       
Committee, led by Mr. Andrew Vasquez, assembled our ballot and we have 
some great competition. Our current Vice Chair, Mrs. Renee Reedy, will be 
fleeting up as Chair, and we are voting to fill the open positions of Vice 
Chair and Secretary. Please let us know before the 16th, if you have not re-
ceived the email with a link to cast your vote. 
 
Please remember my challenge – INVITE SOMEONE TO DINNER (see 
note on membership below). 
 
FMMS 2022: We greatly appreciate our sponsors for this event, and they are 
highlighted on page 14 of the newsletter.  We hope you have or will consider 
volunteering for this event.  There is plenty to do and plenty of opportunity to 
get involved!  
 
Our last dinner event was well attended and we greatly appreciate our special 
guest speaker RADM Randall Peck, PRESINSURV. The Admiral shared 
his perspective on the current state of the fleet from an inspector’s            
perspective and what is being reported to Congress.  See details on page 6.   
 
Membership: We have 414 members in our section.  In 2021 we hosted 8 
dinner meetings and averaged 70 registrants.  Imagine this: if only 25% of 
the section membership came to the dinners, registrants would increase to 
103.  If half of those registrants invited one person each, registrants would go 
up to 154. If half of those invited guests became members, we would increase 
the size of the section by more than 200 by the end of the year.  My challenge 
to you – invite a friend to dinner! 
 
Social media – Check out our Facebook page! Please like, share, & comment, 
and get the ASNE logo out there! 
 
Kind regards,  
Vincent  
 
Vincent Janowiak 
ASNE TW Section Chair 
ASNE.Tidewater.social@gmail.com  

https://www.facebook.com/TidewaterSectionASNE/
mailto:ASNE.Tidewater.social@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/TidewaterSectionASNE/
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• Virtual attendance: no cost - MS Teams Meeting 
• Members: $33 in advance / $35 at the door 
• Non-members: $38 in advance / $40 at the door 
• Military: $20 in advance / $25 at the door 
• Students: $10 in advance / $15 at the door 

ASNE TW May Dinner/Meeting Program 

The ASNE Tidewater Section will hold the next dinner/meeting program on May 18.  The program will have a    
virtual option through Microsoft Teams for those who cannot attend in person. Our guest speaker is CAPT Dianna 
Wolfson, Commander, Norfolk Naval Shipyard.  We look forward to seeing you!  
 
Place:  Holiday Inn Virginia Beach-Norfolk at 5655 Greenwich Road, Virginia Beach  

Time:  5:30-6:00pm Cocktails and Networking; 6:00-8:00pm Dinner and Program; Virtual 6:30-8:00pm 

Cost:  

Whether attending in person or virtually, please register on our website by noon Monday May 16.   

 

Captain Dianna Wolfson is currently serving as the 110th Commander of Norfolk Naval Shipyard in Portsmouth, VA. 
 
Wolfson graduated from the United States Merchant Marine Academy at Kings Point, New York in 1996 where she   
received a Bachelor of Science degree in Marine Systems Engineering (Magna Cum Laude) and was commissioned in the 
Nuclear Power Officer Candidate Program. 
 
Wolfson received her surface warfare qualification aboard USS George Washington (CVN 73). She subsequently became 
an engineering duty officer and received a Master of Science degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering and a Naval 
Engineer’s Degree from the Massachusetts Institute of Technology in 2004. 
 
Her nuclear engineering duty officer tours include qualification at Portsmouth Naval Shipyard, Main Propulsion Assistant 
on USS Carl Vinson (CVN 70) during the arduous testing phases of its Refueling Complex Overhaul and Force     
Maintenance Officer at Commander, Naval Air Force Atlantic, where she was responsible for developing and executing a 
$362 million public and private sector budget and execution strategy to support both depot level and emergent repairs for 
five aircraft carriers. 
 
She also served as the Project Superintendent for the USS Newport News (SSN 750) Engineered Overhaul, a complex 
depot-level availability conducted near the mid-point of a submarine's service life at Norfolk Naval Shipyard, RCOH  
Project Officer at Supervisor of Shipbuilding Newport News where she successfully delivered USS Abraham Lincoln 
(CVN 72) while simultaneously planning the RCOH for both George Washington and USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) 
totaling over $9.5 billion in contracts. 
 
Wolfson was selected in 2017 as Operations Officer at Norfolk Naval Shipyard responsi-
ble for planning, leading, and driving the execution of overhauls of nuclear powered air-
craft carriers, submarines, conventional surface ships, nuclear moored training ships and 
inactivation activities to include CNO availabilities, off-yard activities and deployed    
assets. 

 
Prior to taking command at Norfolk Naval Shipyard, she served as the 50th Commander 
of Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility as well as the 
Northwest Regional Maintenance Center, Bremerton, Washington from June 2019 to 
December 2020. 

 
Her personal decorations include the Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service 
Medal (four awards), Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medal (two 
awards), Navy and Marine Corps Achievement Medal (four awards) and a  
number of unit awards.  

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_MTYzMmQwZGMtYzMzOC00NjZkLTk5ZjQtOGMxZjExZGQ4Nzgz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22e5753a11-da7b-4dc0-9fb3-71160123ab2f%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2282668974-dd43-4b24-ab78-c735a37184f8%22%7d
https://www.google.com/maps/place/5655+Greenwich+Rd,+Virginia+Beach,+VA+23462/@36.8438649,-76.1828268,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x89ba960a282ea137:0xc6c40609e86e034d!8m2!3d36.8438606!4d-76.1806381
https://asne-tw.org/events
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ASNE-Sika Build-A-Boat Challenge 2022 

 Harborfest is Norfolk’s largest annual festival and it is kicking off the summer season June 10-12, 
2022, celebrating the area’s great maritime heritage.  Town Point Park and the Elizabeth River will be 
alive with festival food & drink, live music, tall sailing ships, arts and crafts, fireworks, nautical-themed 
activities, and a fun-seeking audience that loves to interact with our boat builders.   

Best yet, the ASNE-Sika Ultimate Build-A-Boat Challenge will be showcased June 11-12, 2022 as we 
celebrate the 26th Anniversary of this great event!  There is no entry fee for the teams, but personal donations 
to help cover the cost for this event, and support the ASNE mission, are encouraged and greatly appreciated.  
 
Donations are tax deductible!  Donation Form  
Corporate sponsorships are greatly appreciated! Sponsorship Form 
 
This competition combines creativity, craftsmanship and boat handling skills in a unique event that is both 
challenging and entertaining.  Below are some of the details and here is a link to more specific instruc-
tions for Boatbuilders, also located on our website event page. 

• IT’S FREE… no entry fee for participants.  The American Society of Naval Engineers (ASNE) 

and Sika Corp  are the Event Sponsors. 

• Construction material kits are predefined and provided to teams at no cost. 

• Space is limited.  Twenty-five (25) two-person teams will be accepted, on a first-come basis. 

• Teams submit application early to secure a spot, and later submit their design 2 weeks in advance. 

• Bring your own power tools, hand tools, a smile, family and friends and a great attitude. 

• The building & outfitting phases take place on Saturday.  Arrive by 8:30 am, finish around 5:00 pm. 

Stay for the evening concerts and fireworks if you can… it’s a blast. 

• Races (3 heats) take place on Sunday. Plan to arrive at 1:00 pm for a catered lunch; finish around 5:00. 
• Awards will be presented for Best Design, Fastest Built, Race Results 1st – 3rd Place, Most Whimsical, 

and Fan Favorite. We reserve the right to create other categories as we feel inspired. 
• Prizes include Sikaflex Trophies, commemorative medals, bling and power tools! 
• Building time is limited to 4 hours (but we do not enforce this. It’s a guideline… just be safe!). 
• Painting the boat is critical to ensure structural integrity during the water-born portion of the event. 

And beyond a basic coat of paint, creative decorating (outfitting) is absolutely encour-
aged.  Decorating can start immediately upon completion of the boat construction. Families, friends 
and supporters are welcome to help decorate after your power tools are safely put away. 

 
The American Society of Naval Engineers will commit 100% of net proceeds to funding the mission 

areas of ASNE, including engineering scholarships and STEM programs. 
 

Build-A-Boat 2022 Flyer.pdf 
 
Event Details_Team Entry Application_Donation and 
Sponsorship Form_2022.docx 
 

 
 

 

https://asne-tw.org/resources/Event%20Details_Team%20Entry%20Form_Donation-Sponsorship%20Form_2022docx.docx
https://asne-tw.org/resources/Event%20Details_Team%20Entry%20Form_Donation-Sponsorship%20Form_2022docx.docx
https://asne-tw.org/resources/2022%20Guidance%20for%20Boatbuilders.pdf
https://asne-tw.org/event-4693422
https://asne-tw.org/resources/Build-A-Boat%202022%20Graphic_2022-02-07.pdf
https://asne-tw.org/resources/Event%20Details_Team%20Entry%20Form_Donation-Sponsorship%20Form_2022docx.docx
https://asne-tw.org/resources/Event%20Details_Team%20Entry%20Form_Donation-Sponsorship%20Form_2022docx.docx
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ASNE TW Social at Topgolf! 

 

 
 
 

 

The ASNE Tidewater Section is hosting a social event at the fabulous Topgolf Virginia Beach!  Here are 
the details: 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Price includes a light buffet and 2 hours of golf.  Come play golf, mingle and have a great time!  

 
Please register on our website by noon June 8.  Hope to see you there! 

Location: 5444 Greenwich Road, Virginia Beach 

Date:  Wednesday, June 15, 2022 

Time:  5:30 to 7:30 pm   

Cost:  $35.00 per person (Students $15.00) 

https://asne-tw.org/events
https://www.google.com/maps/@36.8433564,-76.1725956,17z
https://www.google.com/maps/@36.8433564,-76.1725956,17z
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ASNE TW April Dinner/Meeting Highlights 

 The ASNE Tidewater Section was pleased and very grateful to have RDML Randall Peck, USN,      
President, Board of Inspection and Survey as our guest speaker at the April Dinner/Meeting.  The Admiral 
summarized the 2021 Insurv Annual Report of in-service material inspections, new construction trials, 
and end of life inspections.  The Board made 26 comprehensive recommendations spanning PMS,      
technical issues, logistics, manning, and training. 
 
The Admiral’s presentation is available on our website. 
 
Also at the April dinner/meeting we unveiled ASNE Tidewater’s new graphic display!  We appreciate 
Chuck Doty providing his creative and administrative skills to make this happen.  Thanks Chuck! 
   
 
 

 

https://asne-tw.org/news/12765978
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ASNE Tidewater Section Elections 

 As you may know, each ASNE Section's Executive Committee is comprised of a group of members who 
work together to implement ASNE's mission:  
 

• Advance the knowledge and practice of naval engineering in public and private applications and 
operations,  

 
• Enhance the professionalism and well-being of members, and  
 
• Promote naval engineering as a career field.  

 
If you are an ASNE Tidewater member, please consider casting your vote in the 2022 election! The  
ballot link is being emailed to all ASNE TW members on May 5, 2022 so be sure and check your      
inbox!  The voting period is from May 5 - May 16. 
 
Ms. Renee Reedy will fleet up to the Chair position for 2022-2023 (July 1 to June 30), and Mr. 
Chuck Doty will continue as Treasurer which is a 2-year position.  The following candidates have been 
nominated for the remaining officer positions and will be on the ballot: 
 

Vice Chair:
• Mr. Ken Blair 
• Mr. Joe Kosteczko  

 
Secretary: 

• Mr. Larry Burda 
• Mr. Neil St. Clair 

 

Here is a link to the 2022 Tidewater Section Candidate Statements. 

 

Please cast your vote by May 16, 2021. Thank you! 

https://www.navalengineers.org/2022-TWCandidateStatements
mailto:ASNE.Tidewater.Social@gmail.com
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ASNE Scholarship Selection Update 

 Members, 
 
The ASNE National Scholarship Committee (12 Members) just completed the review and 
final selection process of the 2022-2023 scholarship applications, with the following       
national and local results: 
 

• There were 22 finalist applications evaluated and ranked by the full committee 

• There were 14 fully funded ($4000.00) scholarships available 

• The committee selected 14 candidates for scholarship award 

• Tidewater committee members selected 4 candidates out of the full awardee slate for 
Tidewater Section scholarship awards 

 

The next step in the process is for the Committee Chair to put the names of the 14 selected 
awardee candidates before the May ASNE National Council Meeting for approval. 

 
I will develop and send you all another notice with Tidewater Section scholarship selectees 
and their academic details once our National Council has approved the committee’s slate 
of recommended awardees. There are two local awardees!  

 
THANK YOU ALL for your outstanding support of the ASNE Scholarship Program, 
 
Ray Weber 

ASNE Tidewater Section Scholarship Committee Chair 
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ASNE TW ODU Chapter Updates 

 Promoting Electric Propulsion (PEP):  
• ODU PEP team has received a new powertrain for their 2022 boat! 
• Daniel Erdogan, team lead, has been working vigorously to get the boat to the 

competition. He has heavily modified the motor to work with the speed tail 
drive system. Daniel also plans to bring back the water jacket idea to cool down 
and prevent the motor from overheating.   

• Larry Price, returning member and Electrical Engineer, is aiding the team with efforts of wiring 
the motor and running it. 

• Jacob Hightower, team co-lead, is working on strategies to attach the 60-pound motor and its 
drivetrain to the boat; he plans to use rubber as an insulating agent to decrease vibrations which 
may negatively impact performance. 

• Dylan DiBari, a new and very active member, has done some much needed maintenance on the 
boat and the trailer and is now looking into methods of painting the aluminum hull of the vessel 
which is notorious for being a complicated process.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ASNE ODU Chapter:  

• ASNE ODU Chapter had its last monthly Chapter meeting on April 14th, with one of their highest 
turnouts. It is safe to assume the Chapter's efforts to increase student engagement is paying off.  

• Three ODU teams have signed up to do the Build-A-Boat Challenge and we are excited to see 
what they will come up with! Team names include DAAB (Bryce Thacker & Nathan Wright), 
Big Duck Energy (Nick Eoff & Daniel Erdogan), and The Swimming Cat (Aubrey Miles & 
Austin Theng).  

• Finally, the ASNE ODU Chapter sent a poll to its members regarding tour interest and availabili-
ties and all members voted “yes” for tours. So beginning next semester, the ODU Chapter will be 
touring local facilities to engage their students more in the maritime field! 

 

 

Daniel Erdogan ASNE TW ODU Student Chapter 2022 

Turning down shaft diameter to 
fit a standard ball bearing  

Initial state of motor cap; a 
custom cap is required 

Disassembled motor Completed motor cap  
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ODU Students Looking for Internships / Jobs 

 From ASNE President Mark Hugel... 
 
I was invited to join the ASNE Tidewater ODU Chapter lunch in March. I spent most 
of an hour answering student questions and (not surprisingly) many centered on getting 
a job after college.  
 
During that discussion, the topic of internships arose and I offered that if any of the students were        
interested, I would take their contact info and ask the Tidewater Section to pass it along to our industry      
partners to see if we could match-make them to available internships.  
 
The list of interested students is below. All these folks are ASNE members – let’s show them some value 
for membership. They promised to spread the word amongst their non-member engineering peers if we’re 
able to connect them to internship opportunities. 
  
Thanks,                 
Mark Hugel 
 
 
 

 

Name Major Email Job/Internship 

Daniel Erdogan MET derdo001@odu.edu Job 

Jacob Hightower MAE jhigh004@odu.edu Internship 

Scott Thornton MAE sthor009@odu.edu Job/Internship 

Perry Martinez MAE pmart005@odu.edu Job/Internship 

Andre Westerman MET awest025@odu.edu Job/Internship 

Barron Cohen MAE bcohe002@odu.edu Internship 

Branton James MAE bjone038@odu.edu Internship 
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HRNM’s Next Endeavor - Oral History Program 
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HRNM is Looking for Volunteers! 
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MegaRust 2022 - San Diego, CA 

MegaRust 2022 Attendees, Exhibitors & Sponsors 

**Register now!** 

 
There's no better place to show off your latest products and services than the upcoming 
MegaRust, 01-03 June, 2022; Marriott Mission Valley, San Diego, CA. Please do not miss 
this opportunity to showcase your corrosion prevention, control or mitigation capabilities. 

To learn more, please email:  

Exhibits@NavalEngineers.org or Sponsorships@NavalEngineers.org ~ to discuss the best 
opportunity for your organization to market it's awesome resources and products. 

To become an exhibitor or sponsor, you can purchase a booth online or by completing this 
Exhibitor Application PDF and submitting to Exhibits@NavalEngineers.org. One can also 
contact Sam Hall at SHall@NavalEngineers.org or (703)836-6729.  

Exhibit Booths and Sponsorships are going fast.  
 

You do not want to be "Left in the Dust - Exhibit AND Sponsor at MegaRust"!  

 

mailto:Exhibits@NavalEngineers.org
mailto:Sponsorships@NavalEngineers.org
http://url5879.navalengineers.org/ls/click?upn=oXM9BXifwsRY0qll8mR2GTYeE9ZINYg4-2FaZAgF69dUHn2OOuNLyzqlHWAFrYpKyplilT8ul2YvQRzXIqW3t2L5vTL9wmplp-2B0vO-2BEXnJlWjk0LwKI2IyIThG-2Ft0Wf-2BaKEBIMljbqarxYb91XE75IuuMN5FZpjbz-2FRYdYz-2BWp4POcixKV5FiznBJMMd1OBpLvSKVwhk
mailto:Exhibits@NavalEngineers.org
mailto:SHall@NavalEngineers.org


14 

  

   Tidewater 
        Times 

May 2022 

FMMS 2022 Updates 

Fleet Maintenance & Modernization Symposium 
Virginia Beach Convention Center | Virginia Beach, VA | September 20-22, 2022 

 

Theme: Focus on Fleet Readiness Challenges: A Critical Self-Assessment  
 

Technical Papers 
 
Please note the key dates for Papers:  

• Selections: May 6, 2022 
• First Drafts of Papers : May 20, 2022 
• Final Drafts of Papers: July 29, 2022 
 

Sponsorships 
 
Interested in showcasing/promoting your brand and supporting FMMS? There are many unique 
opportunities still available to market and showcase your company. Become a sponsor of FMMS 
today! Please email: Sponsorships@NavalEngineers.org or call (703)836-6727 to discuss the best 
opportunity for your organization, or purchase your sponsorship directly online. 
 

A great big shout-out and “Thank you!” to our FMMS 2022 Sponsors to date!   

 
 

We are over 50% sold out on exhibit space and trending to be a sold out show, so sign up now!   
Program guest speakers will be announced in the next issue of our newsletter.   

mailto:sponsorships@navalengineers.org
https://www.navalengineers.org/Symposia/FMMS2022
https://www.navalengineers.org/Symposia/FMMS2022
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ASNE FMMS 2022 
Golf Tournament 

Hosted by the Tidewater Section 
Benefits ASNE Scholarship Fund* 

 

 

 

 

Join us at Cypress Point Country Club in Virginia Beach. Cypress 

Point is nestled in a quiet, out of the way golf-club community   

adjoining Lake Lawson and Lake Smith.  CYPT features an 18-

hole championship golf course designed by Thomas Clark. 

 

Monday, September 19, 2022 

Cypress Point Country Club 

5340 Club Head Road, Virginia Beach 

Registration: 10:00 - 11:45am 

Box Lunch: 11:00am 

Shotgun Start: 12:00pm 

Cypress Point 

Country Club 

 

Sponsorships Available 

Tournament Sponsor (4 Available) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  2,500 each 

Award Ceremony & Buffet Sponsor (2 Available) . . $  1,600 each 

Beverage Cart Sponsor (2 Available) . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  1,250 each 

Lunch Sponsor (1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $  1,500 each 

Starter Bar Sponsor (1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     500 each 

Longest Yard Sponsor (1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $     500 each 

Closest to the Pin Sponsor (1) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   $     500 each 

Golf Cart Sponsor (Multiple Available) . . . . . . . . . . .   $     200 each 

Hole Sponsor (Multiple Available) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     200 each 

Hospitality Tents at Holes (18) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     500 each 

Four-Person Team (36 Available) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     600 each 

Individual Player . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $     150 each 

Support the ASNE Scholarship Fund by bringing plenty of cash for Mulligans, a cash prize drawing 

and raffle prizes! (Donations for prizes accepted) 

All payments must be made in advance on the ASNE Tidewater Section Website. 

Contact Cindy Walnetski at cwalnetski@aol.com or (757)810-0350 for more information. 

*The American Society of Naval Engineers is a nonprofit corporation chartered under Section 501(C)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code. 

Team or   

individual 

registration 

available 

here! 

Registration for 

tournament    

or hole      

sponsorship 

available   

here! 

https://asne-tw.org/event-4767094
mailto:cwalnetski@aol.com
https://asne-tw.org/event-4767094
https://asne-tw.org/event-4767094


16 

  

   Tidewater 
        Times 

May 2022 

ASNE Car Donation Program Details 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

calling the Vehicle Donation Toll-Free Number 

(see details be ow) 

The Charitable Adult Rides & Services (CARS) program is a nonprofit social enterprise that 

only supports other nonprofits. 

The CARS program has experts in handling the entire donation process, from picking up the 

vehicle, providing tax receipts, to sending thank-you letters and assisting with any donor issue. 

 

https://careasy.org/nonprofit/americansocietyofnavalengineers

